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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 Prospects for the 2013 main season paddy and maize crops 
are favourable 

 Domestic prices of rice weakened seasonally in March, after 
a steady rise since May 2012 

 Lower cereal imports in 2012/13 (April/March) marketing year 
and are expected to remain so during 2013/14 

 Overall food security situation satisfactory but localized food 
insecurity persists 

Prospects for the 2013 main season paddy and 
maize crops are favourable 

Harvesting of the 2013 main season paddy crop, which accounts for 
about 95 percent of total paddy production, began in early-March and 
is expected to continue until mid-June. Heavy downpours during 
December and March resulted in localised flooding causing some 
damage to cropped land, particularly in parts of Bojonegoro (north-
eastern Java), Aceh Besar (northern Sumatra), West Sumbawa 
(western Sumbawa) and South Kalimantan. In spite of these localized 
adverse weather which caused moderate damage to paddy crop, the 
national paddy output is forecast to reach 72.1 million tonnes, some 
4 percent above last year’s record crop. The anticipated increase is 
mainly attributed to diverse initiatives launched by the government in 
order to achieve self-sufficiency target, as well as the expected 
increase in area planted to the crop. 
 
The overall prospects for the 2013 main (rainy) season maize crop, 
currently being harvested, are also generally good and the 2013 
maize production is preliminarily forecast at 19 million tonnes, similar 
to the 2012 record crop. 

Record cereal production in 2012 
The 2012 main paddy crop was harvested in June and that of the 
secondary crop was finalized by mid-December. The latest official 
estimate point to a record harvest of about 69 million tonnes (rice in 
paddy terms), showing an increase of some 5 percent from the 2011 
above-average output. The increase is predominantly attributed to an 
expansion in the planted area in the Kalimantan region located in 
Borneo and generally favourable weather during the growing period.  
 
Harvesting of the 2012 maize crop was completed in early December. 
The 2012 aggregate maize output is estimated at 19 million tonnes, 
some 7 percent up on 2011, reflecting an expansion in the planted 
area, in response to increased seed and fertiliser subsidies through 
governmental programmes, coupled with favourable weather during 
the main season. Overall, the cereal output for 2012 is now revised to 
88 million tonnes, 5.5 percent above the previous year. 

Lower cereal imports in 2012/13 marketing year 
and are expected to remain so during 2013/14 

In response to the higher production levels in 2012, the cereal 
imports in the 2012/13 marketing year (April/March) are estimated to 
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decline to 9.8 million tonnes, some 2.7 million tonnes less than the 
large purchases in the previous year, but about 21 percent above the 
five-year average. Indonesia is one of the biggest importers of wheat 
and for the 2012/13 marketing year wheat imports are estimated to 
increase to 6.5 million tonnes, reflecting, in part, higher demand for 
the commodity. Rice imports in 2013 are forecast at 1.3 million 
tonnes, almost 30 percent below the estimated level in 2012 and 
much lower than the actual rice imports of 2.9 million tonnes in 2011. 
Given the generally favourable rice and maize harvests, the total 
cereal imports during 2013/14 are preliminarily estimated to remain 
low at about 9.4 million tonnes. 

Domestic prices of rice weakened seasonally in 
March, after a steady rise since May 2012 

The average prices for medium quality rice came down somewhat in 
March, after increasing in the last nine months and reaching record 
highs in February. The reversing trend mainly reflects early 
harvesting of the 2013 main season crops. Prices normally dip during 
March, April and May especially following a good harvest season. 
March 2013 price was 3.2 percent higher than the same month a year 
ago. 
 
The year-on-year consumer price index (CPI) in March 2013 was 
recorded at 5.9 percent, slightly above the rate in February. While the 
year-on-year food inflation reached 13 percent in March. 

Overall food security situation satisfactory but 
localized food insecurity persists 

In general, the food security situation in the country continues to be 
stable and satisfactory. However, it remains a major challenge in the 
eastern parts of the country such as Nusa Tenggara Timur (NTT), 
Nusa Tenggara Barat (NTB) and Papua provinces. Furthermore, the 
recent floods, affected over 250 000 people, damaged or destroyed 
houses, schools, infrastructure and roads.  

 
 

 

 


